
               
           
           

        
          

   
  

   
    

  
   

   
   
     

   
  

    
   

   
   

           
             
             
       
             

       
           

             
    

   
    

  
   
   

     

    

   
 

 

 
 

 

   

    

     

Summer 2016 Reflecting the Past, Present and Future atCummer Avenue United Church 
Volume 3, Issue 4 

ClergyRev. CherylMacPherson -Lynn

Meet Me in the Garden 
It’s a rare sunny day, even in winter, when no one sits on the benches 
provided by the 14th Willowdale Scouts. Most of the visitors are 
passing by; some regulars, some occasional. It’s easy to open a 
conversation. Right now, Strawberry plants are blooming and Johnny-
Jump-Ups [mini-violas] have raised their little faces. The miracle of
Spring has arrived. 

Inside this issue: Saturday, May 7
A crew of nine, 

Social Justice 2 including Scouts,
weeded and turned Residential School 2-3 Settlement soil preparing for 
the growing season. Browsing 4 There is still lots to 
do. Once planting Five Oaks 4 occurs, ongoing 

Musical Notes 5 care will be needed 
during summer and Meet Your 6-7 fall. Working withExecutive others is pleasurable 

Fishing Tips/ 8 and productive. Why not consider “adopting” a square metre, (about 3 
Garage Sale inches longer each side than a yard) for the summer? Caring for your 

plot will enable good growth and keep you in shape. Tools are availableLester B. Pearson 9
Place in the shed. Speak to Janet Love. 

Food grown in our garden goes to the Drop-Inn and surplus is donated Quilts/Green 9 to “The Hub” at Bathurst and Finch. Notes - The Green Team 
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Social Justice
	
The Social Justice team is pleased to offer two “good news” stories to share. 
You may remember that last December we offered a letter-writing opportunity on behalf of Amnesty International
on their “Write for Rights” day . Several members of the congregation took advantage of this opportunity. Among 
the cases which we were given was Phyoe Phyoe Aung, who with her husband and fellow activists. were arrested 
for protesting against a new law which students said limited academic freedom. They were considered prisoners of 
conscience by Amnesty International. Some could have faced more than 9 years in prison. 
Thanks to more than 400,000 letters petitions, e-mails and tweets, they have all been released. Human rights 
defenders tell Amnesty International how vital our voices are. 
Look for another opportunity to write next December. Check out their website. Opportunities to write are 
available year round also. 
Two members of our committee attended an open house to see the new Richmond Hill Housing and Community 
Hub – 360 Kids. This has been in operation for over 25 years delivering innovative support for Kids 13-26 as they 
work to improve the lives of homeless and at-risk youth and families in York Region at 10415 Yonge St. The new 
facility is most impressive and offers drop in, overnight and longer transitional accomodation. Social services 
include meals, clothing, medical/dental care, counselling, laundry, first-class gym, and computer facilities. 
It was wonderful to see such a bright, clean, and spacious model facility for other communities. 

United Church Accounts for Its Obligations in ResidentialSchools Settlement Agreement 
United Church Website, April 27, 2016 

An article published in the April 27, 2016, edition of The Globe and Mail (“Churches escape residential school 
settlement obligations in wake of Catholic deal”) merits some clarification. 

Throughout the negotiations leading to the signing of the Indian Residential Schools Settlement Agreement, the 
United Church always placed the interests of the survivors of residential schools first and foremost in the 
conversations among defendant parties regarding the division of financial contributions in the agreement. 

The matters referred to in The Globe and Mail article concern the financial obligations shared by defendants in
the residential schools case (Canada and the churches and religious entities that ran the residential schools). They 
do not directly impact the compensation received by survivors. Despite the Catholic Entities’ fundraising shortfall,
residential school survivors received all the compensation agreed to under the Settlement Agreement. It is our 
understanding that if the $450,000 had been contributed by the United Church, it would only have reduced the 
government contribution by the same amount. The survivors would not have received any additional 
compensation. 

continued next page 
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All defendants were obliged to contribute in a 
proportional manner. The United Church’s obligation 
was as follows: 
· $4.7 million in cash and in-kind contributions
· $1.75 million related to the Catholic fundraising

campaign, which the United Church agreed to
contribute regardless of the success of the 
campaign 

· $450,000 in the event that the Catholic fundraising
campaign surpassed $20 million

The Catholic fundraising initiative fell short of its goal,
so the United Church’s obligation remained $6.45 
million. The church met this obligation. 

The legal obligations under the Settlement Agreement 
are not the extent of the church’s commitment. Since 
1994, the United Church Healing Fund has supported 
grassroots projects in Indigenous communities. Over the 
last twelve years, the United Church has contributed $1 
million annually toward healing and reconciliation 
initiatives. We have also directed financial resources to 
Aboriginal ministries and reconciliation on an average of
$3 million to $4 million per year, and are striving to 
maintain that level. This comes at a time when other 
areas of the church’s work are experiencing significant 
reductions. 

Reconciliation continues to be central to the life of the 
church, to how we live out our call as Christians. At 
the 42nd General Council of the United Church in
August 2015, the church named reconciliation as its 
priority. With the release of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission’s Final Report and Calls to 
Action and final report, our work has turned to 
animation of the Calls to Action. This includes: 
·		 Continued education of our constituency on the

history and legacy of colonization, residential
schools, and the church’s role. 

·		 Addressing the racism that still dominates our
relationship. 

·		 Educating about inequities in and advocating for
policy reform in areas of social welfare, 
education, and health care. 

·		 Continued participation in mobilization on
murdered and missing Indigenous women and 
girls. 

·		 Adoption of the UN Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples as the framework for 
reconciliation. This includes examining church 
structures, policy, and programs to ensure that 
they comply with the principles, norms, and 
standards of the Declaration and engaging in
dialogue and action to promote broader 
Canadian implementation of the Declaration. 

“Going forward our hope would be that the 
commitment of the United Church to healing and 
reconciliation will be assessed by everything we have
done and spent, not on the narrow terms of a legal
Settlement Agreement, ” says Nora Sanders, the
church’s General Secretary. 

She adds, “This will be best demonstrated in the 
leadership we have shown, the finances we have 
committed, the internal changes we have made, the 
relationships we have built, and the long-term 
commitment we have made to the work of healing and 
reconciliation.” 







       

   
   
               
              
          
           

            
              
   

   
             
                
           
              

               
   

   
              

            
       

                
                
        

            

  
            

              
               
                
                 

               
          

Page 6 Sprouts Volume 3, I ssue 4 

Meet Your Executive
	
Angela Carley 
Angela grew up in Merrickville, a historic village on the Rideau Canal (if you haven't
been, you must visit). She studied Civil Engineering at University of Waterloo, and has 
worked in Civil Engineering (water/wastewater servicing) in the GTA since 
graduating. She has been attending Cummer Avenue UC (previously Newtonbrook 
UC) since 2004, and involved with Church School, powerpoint, and the governing 
board. Angela enjoys all sorts of sports and enjoys the outdoors. She is currently
playing Ultimate Frisbee. 

Anne Lalonde 
Anne was born and lived in Kingston. After university she moved to Edmonton 
where she raised her family of five children, one husband and no pets. In 2002 the 
family moved to Willowdale where she started attending CAUC. Anne became 
involved with Regent Park School of Music and Meals on Wheels and More. 
Anne is an avid baseball fan slowing switching her allegiance from the Yankees to the 
Blue Jays. 

Maureen Williams
I am the recording secretary for the Executive Board. I have been a Registered 
Respiratory Therapist for over 30 years, currently working for the Assistive Devices 
Program, Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care. 
I am a member of the Hanlan’s Rowing Club and can be seen most Thursdays (from 
May to October) rowing down at Cherry Beach or with my team mates at the Keating 
Channel Pub (they drink beer - I eat). 
This picture was taken near my cottage – my heaven on earth. 

Mary Mundle
Being an educator, consultant and volunteer in various Canadian locations, has kept 
me busy. My free time is spent alongside plumbers, and electricians to renovate many 
places I’ve lived. My faith and passions have carried me forward as I support others 
and problem solve – always a need for both. But life without music would be dire 
straits for me, I guess that’s my Irish inheritance. Wherever I’ve lived, I found a choir
to take me in and members who have become life-long friends. Yes, I’m a Cummer 
chorister, on the Reno Team and serve as Presbyter. 
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Phil Coulter 
I am married to Elizabeth Mistele and we have three children, two of whom have moved 
away and one, Becky, who is still active at Cummer Avenue. Our family has been 
members at Newtonbrook/Cummer Avenue since 1999. I have had a number of roles in
the church such as chair of the Board and chair of the amalgamation committee. In my 
working life, from which I am just retiring, I worked for Ontario Power Generation. I 
wrote computer software for training nuclear operators and was involved in project 
management. In my life outside the church I enjoy curling and like to travel. 

Jim Dillane
I have served in many leadership roles, notably as the Chair of the Newtonbrook 
Coordinating Committee at the time of amalgamation and as the first Chair of the Cummer 
Avenue UC Executive Board. I continue to serve as Chair of Ministry and Personnel. I 
am President of NUC-TUCT Non-Profit Homes which owns and operates Lester B. 
Pearson Place. I am a member of Toronto United Church Council Finance and 
Investment Committee. I have a long time involvement with the 14th Willowdale Scouts. 
I retired from Toronto and Region Conservation Authority as a senior executive in 2012. I 
enjoy curling and hockey in winter and canoe trips, cycling and cottage time in summer. 

Barbara Puckering
Barbara was born and raised in Willowdale, she was once one of five little Puckerings, so 
you might see others about with the same surname. Barb is a Family Law lawyer but she 
picked the wrong career as she loves being outside, biking, canoeing, kayaking and 
swimming (on a purely recreational level). Barb is very interested in the environment as 
that is how she met Martin, her ever so patient husband, who is also a Green architect. 
They live in an ivy-covered home with Bert, the dog. 

Ted Chen
Professional life: Engineeer with experience in the aerospace, electronics and 
telecommunications industries, with expertise in all phases of product development, 
mechanical design, manufacturing and new product introduction. 
Interests: Ted enjoys biking and camping in the summer month and hockey and skiing in
the winter months. 
Active Hobby: building plastic models 
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Lester B. Pearson Place 
Lester B. Pearson Place, the 53-unit affordable housing complex located next door, continues to serve 
the needs of our community. One of the evolving issues relates to who has ultimate responsibility for 
providing oversight as The United Church of Canada, the City of Toronto, the Province of Ontario and 
the Government of Canada all have an ongoing interest in its continued success. Recently, the Board of
Directors of Lester B. Pearson Place has agreed with The United Church of Canada that the United 
Church will cease to have this responsibility resulting in the City of Toronto having the principal role in 
terms of oversight responsibility. The United Church will now formally step away from its oversight 
responsibility. The United Church wants to ensure that the Congregations of Cummer Avenue United 
Church and the Taiwanese United Church are aware of this change. Cummer Avenue, the Taiwanese 
United Church in Toronto and Lester B. Pearson Place will continue to work together to ensure the 
continued success of this project. 
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to speak with Jim Dillane/Susan Laio. 

Keep Warm Quilts 
If you enter the Fellowship Room you many have noticed a quilt or two in process. We 
began making quilts in 1992 using shirt samples from the Arrow Shirt Company. Now 
the quilts are created mostly from fabric donated by many people. Thursday mornings 
we gather around the quilt frames to hand-stitch, talk and share time together. Finished 
quilts are given to the Salvation Army to donate to anyone who needs a “Keep Warm 
Quilt”. We have just completed quilt 200. 

- Betty McQuillan 

Re-use your egg shells 
Place washed egg shells in the bottoms of plant pots in place of rocks. They weigh less and 
provide nutrients for your plants.
	
Crushed egg shells can be sprinkled around newly planted vegetable stems to deter slugs and
	
cutworms.
	
If slugs attack your hostas, crushed egg shells scratch their tender tummies.
	
For tomatoes, egg shells provide calcium, helping to prevent blossom-end rot.
	
Did you know?
In Toronto clean plastic bags can now be put in your recycling bin. 



                

        
       

 
 

  
    

  
 
       
      
      
       
    
     

Cummer Avenue Uni53 Cummer Avenue ted Church Toronto, Ontario M2M 2E5 phone: 416-222-5417www.cummeravenueuc.ca 

Fall Newsletter Deadline: 
Thursday, September 8, 2016 8 p.m. 

Contact: ________________________ 
Phone: ________________________ 

Worship Services 
May 22 Guest Speaker Rev. Norm Green 
May29 The Use of Time/Sabbath Time 
June 5 Environment Sunday, Confirmation 
June 12 Stewardship – Individual and Corporate 
June 19 Aboriginal Sunday 
June 26 Coping with Anxiety 


